myNECC OUTAGE 


NECC is upgrading myNECC 
in order to bring you increased 
functionality and access to stu- 
dent accounts. In order to do so, 
tech will be taking down my- 
NECC starting at approximately 
8 a.m. on Monday, Oct. 6. Ser- 
vice should be back up by Friday, 
Oct.10 and may return sooner. 

Information in myNECC will 
still be accessible; there will be a 
page of helpful links in place of 
the myNECC login. 


NATIONAL 
DEPRESSION 
SCREENING Day 


Counseling services will be 
sponsoring a National Depression 
Screening Day on Thursday, Oct. 
9 in Haverhill’s Spurk (C) build- 
ing lobby from 11 p.m. to 1 p.m. 

To speak to an NECC coun- 
selor in Haverhill, call (978) 556- 
3644, For Lawrence, call (978) 
738-7433, 


SYMPOSIUM ON 
MARKET BASKET 


The Department of Global 
Studies is planning to hold a sym- 
posium called “Direct Action: 
Bread and Roses, Occupy, and 
Market Basket.” 

The symposium would be held 
on Oct. 24 at noon on Haverhill 
campus in TC-103A, 

Currently the department is 
trying to generate interest in the 
students and faculty, The depart- 
ment is also looking for a student 
speaker who is familiar with the- 
Market Basket strikes to speak. 
The department is asking inter- 
ested parties to contact Steven 
Slaner at sslaner@necc.mass.edu. 


CONTEMPORARY 


AFFAIRS EVENTS 
Contemporary Affairs Club 
will be holding a discussion on 
the Citizens United court deci- 
sions and the current climate of 
politics on Wednesday, Oct. 8 at 

noon in C113 in Haverhill. 
Contemporary Affairs will 
also have a bake sale and voter 
registration table Friday, Oct, 10 

in Spurk (C) Lobby in Haverhill. 


WHITTIER 
BIRTHPLACE 


CLEAN-UP 
Students are invited to help 
, clean up John Greenleaf Whitti- 
__ er’s birthplace on Saturday, Oct 
18 from 9:30 a.m, to 3 p.m. 
| Sign-up by emailing igagne@ 
nece,mass.edu or go to C314B. 


NECC students talk 
about what it’s like 


to be Hispanic at 
NECC 


By Epuarpo Souza 
Correspondent 

Sept, 15 to Oct, 15 is National 
Hispanic Heritage Month, when 
people recognize the contribu- 
tions Hispanic Americans have 
made to the U.S. and celebrate 
Hispanic culture and heritage. 

There’s a considerable and di- 
verse Hispanic population mak- 
ing their own contributions to the 
NECC student body, 

This fall, 37 percent of all 
students attending NECC are 
Hispanic, The Lawrence campus 
alone has a Hispanic population 
of over 61 percent. Haverhill’s 
hispanic population is 29 percent. 

This diverse group makes up 
a large portion of the NECC stu- 
dent body, Many are taking ad- 
vantage of NECC’s resources to 
follow their career goals and con- 
tinue their education. 

Pablo Santana, an accounting 
major from the Dominican Re- 
public, is currently in his second 
semester at NECC and hopes to 
continue his education after this. 

“I think I’m going to transfer 
to UMASS Lowell... for their ac- 
counting program,” Santana said, 

Others plan to use their educa- 
tion to start their own businesses, 

Edwin Checo, a computer sci- 
ence major from the Dominican 
Republic, has a different plan. 
3 fy if probably work part-time 
until I build my own (computer 
programming] business,” Checo 
said. 

Hispanic students transition- 


different departments were represented. 


Hispanic heritage at NECC 


ing into this environment often 
face many different problems 
that native speakers never have to 
worry about. 

The difference in language, 
culture, values can be over- 
whelming to students trying to 
acclimate to the college environ- 
ment. This transition can be ex- 
tremely difficult, especially at the 
beginning. 

Some students say that NECC 
can do a better job of helping 
non-native English speakers 
adapt into the college environ- 
ment, 

Paula Pefia, a full-time NECC 
student majoring in Graphic De- 
sign, has lived in Massachusetts 
for about four years and had a 
hard time adapting to her new en- 
vironment, 

“| think they should offer bet- 
ter counseling services,” Pefia 
said, 

“I didn’t feel I had the proper 
guidance to help me take advan- 
tage of my time. I sort of had to 
figure things out by myself when 
I didn’t have the slightest idea 
how things work here,” said Pefia. 

NECC does offer mental 
health counseling services head- 
ed by Marcia Winters who can be 
reached at mwinters@necc.mass, 
edu as well as a Student Success 
Center which can be reached at 
sse@nece,mass.edu. 

According to the Eagle Tri- 
bune, “Northern Essex was one 
of only three schools in Massa- 
chusetts — and the only public 
campus — to receive a federal Ti- 
tle V grant for Hispanic Serving 
Institutions which helped fund a 
Student Success Center in Law- 
rence,” 

This transition often impacts 
far beyond the school environ- 


mT some Hispanics and other 
immigrants, the difference in cul- 
ture is so tremendous that it’s dif- 
ficult to communicate with their 
peers in a way that they’Il be un- 
derstood, 

It’s not only students that have 
a difficult time with this transi- 
tion process. 

Professor Ligia Domenech 
teaches courses from World War 
II to World Civilization. Dome- 
nech moved from Puerto Rico 
three years ago, where she had 
taught at the University of Puer- 
to Rico, and said that her transi- 
tion was very difficult at times, 
but that the college facilitated the 
process. 

“They [NECC] have a pro- 
gram here that’s like an induc- 
tion program,” Domenech said. 
“Throughout the whole first 
semester, you have two hours 
a week of orientation ... That 
helped a lot.” 

Domenech said any school 
would benefit from having for- 
eign professors. “It’s fantastic for 
the school to have foreign facul- 
ty,” Domenech said. “They bring 
a different perspective. A differ- 
ent style .., I think it’s important 
that we have more of those mod- 
els for the students.” 

Domenech said she faces many 
hardships as a Hispanic professor 
at NECC. She constantly feels the 
pressure to do well so that NECC 
staff see Puerto Ricans and His- 
panics in a positive light. 

“When they see me, they see 
how Puerto Rican professors are, 
I’m representing all of us,” Do- — 
menech said. “And I don’t want 
them to have a negative image, 
because then they won’t contract 
others.” 


The Observer is your newspaper! We want to hear from you. Write in to observer@necc.mass.edu 
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Why do we take 
Columbus Day off? 


Columbus Day has been a contro- 
versial holiday for a long time. There 
are several reasons for the controver- 
sy; first, it’s generally understood to 
celebrate Christopher Columbus’s dis- 
covery of America. Which he didn’t 
do. 

What Columbus discovered was 
the Bahamas, and he only found them 
because he expected to be able to get 
to India - having massively underes- 
timated the size of the Earth against 
(correct) scientific consensus. 

As for the holiday’s history: Ben- 
jamin Harrison was the first president 
to instate Columbus Day as a holiday, 
in response to increasing violence to- 
wards Italian immigrants and citizens. 

The Knights of Columbus, a Cath- 
olic-Italian organization, petitioned 
to have it made a federal holiday, and 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt did so in 
1937. Nixon reaffirmed it as a federal 
holiday in 1972. 

Even though Columbus Day is a 
federal holiday, it is not a national hol- 
iday. 

A few states in the U.S. do not ac- 
knowledge Columbus Day as a hol- 
iday, and not all schools and work- 
places have the day off. Only federal 
institutions are mandated to close for 


- Editorial 


Should NECC ‘celebrate Columbus? 


workplaces often disregard it because 
of Columbus’s problematic history. 

First: The Bahamas, as well as the 
American continents, were already in- 
habited when Columbus arrived, and 
so had already been ‘discovered’ for 
quite some time. 

Second, Columbus was looking (to 
find India) for spices, jewels and pre- 
cious metals for the Spanish monarchy. 

Columbus was imperialistic, hate- 
ful and violent. He was not respectful 
towards the indiginous people in the 
lands he colonized, and his behavior 
towards the people living in the lands 
he invaded has been described as 
genocidal. 

He pillaged the islands and sold 
their inhabitants as slaves. 

The heritage of Italian Americans is 
an important cultural touchstone that’s 
worth celebrating, but no one could in 
good faith make the case that Colum- 
bus Day does that. 

What Columbus Day does is per- 
petuate mis-education about Ameri- 
ca’s history and celebrate imperialism, 
colonialism and genocide. 

As a state, not federal, institution, 
NECC has a choice about whether to 
celebrate Columbus Day. The Observ- 
er Staff is not against getting a day off. 
But we should consider, at least, giv- 
ing a different reason for it. 


Columbus Day. States, schools and 
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SORRY, IT'S ALL LOCKED 
UP. THE COLLEGE IS CLOSED 
FOR COLUMBUS DAY 


“T think I might go to Salem. I 
heard its fun over there.” 


KELLY SCHWING 
Creative writing major 


i 


“Salem State the entire 
weekend.” 


nephew on a hay ride.” 


ALEX CANNING 


LisSANGY RODRIGUEZ 
Poli. sci. major 


“I’m taking my niece and 


General studies major 


WHAT I’M HEARING IS, 
‘WE ARE CLIRRENTLY OPEN 
TO STRANGERS BREAKING 
IN AND STEALING ALL THE 


COMPUTERS. 


YOU KNOW, 
FOR CULTLIPRAL 
REASONS.’ 


‘Roaming Reporter 


What are you doing for 
Halloween? 
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“I’m going to Salem, Mass. 
It’s an obligation.” 


MICHELLE LEMIEUX 
Undeclared 


“T’m gonna dress up like a cat 
and hand out candy to kids.” 


MorGAn CARRIGAN 
Deaf Studies 
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Top 5 cheap fun fall-i ‘inspired d activities 


These top 5 activites 
will sure get you in 
the fall mood 


ByASHLEE Rose FERRANTE 
Opinion Editor 

There is a crisp feeling in the 
air and the leaves changing col- 
ors. Fall has arrived. Fall is my 
favorite season here in New En- 
gland. 

I love the fall foliage, watch- 
ing the leaves change their color 
and of course the weather. It’s not 
too cold, and it’s not too humid. 

I like to find cheap things to do 
during this lovely season. Wheth- 
er it be with a significant other or 
just with some friends, these top 
five cheap fun fall inspired activ- 
ities will get students in the au- 
tumn mood. 


Apple and Pumpkin 
Picking 

One of my all-time favorite 
things to do in the fall is apple 
and pumpkin picking. 

Grab some apples or a pump- 
kin and this date will sure be a 
good one. I suggest going to Ci- 
der Hill Farm in Amesbury, Mass. 

They have acres of land in- 


cluding tons of trees to pick ap- 
ples from, pumpkins to grab, a 
corn maze, hay rides and a coun- 
try store with delicious caramel 
apples and cider doughnuts to die 
for. 


Pumpkin Carving 


Each year my family and I 
pick a pumpkin to carve for Hal- 
loween. This is a great activity to 
not only do with your family but 
also a group of friends and a sig- 
nificant other. 

This is also a great activity for 
you art lovers. Get funky with 
your pumpkin and make it your 
own. 


Bonfire 


Grab a bunch of your friends 
and sit by the fire making smores 
and roasting marshmallows. 

Grab some beers or some ap- 
ple cider and sit back and relax 
either in your backyard or my fa- 
vorite at the beach. 

This activity is best done with 
more people, it makes it so much 
more fun. 

Some beaches have fire pits 
and allow bonfires. Get more 
into the Halloween mood and tell 
ghost stories around the fire. 


Halloween Movie Night 

Each year I look forward to 
the ABC family specials that in- 
clude some of my favorite” Hal- 
loween themed movies which 
include, Casper, The Halloween- 
town series, and my all-time fa- 
vorite, Hocus Pocus. 

For you horror lovers you can 
be a little more daring than I am 
and spend some quality time with 
Freddy and Jason. 


Pumpkin Baking Night 
My weakness each fall season 
is when all of my favorite pump- 
kin sweets come back to life. 
Every Sunday I go to Dunkins 
and get my pumpkin doughnut 
and pumpkin flavored coffee. 
This activity is a great thing to 
do with your significant other. 
Also, try new baking recipes 
that include pumpkin ‘in them. 
The Food Network channel al- 
ways features new pumpkin fla- 
vored recipes to get your sweet 
tooth going 
I hope you enjoyed these top 
5 cheap fun fall activites. Things 
dont neeed to break your bank to 
be fun. 


One of my favorite things about fall is how the leaves 


change colors and shape. 


Do you smell that 


Head over to Jitters Cafe 
to get some good quality 


food 


By DuANE SHERMAN 
Correspondent 

Follow your nose. The smell of fresh 
and hot Papa Gino’s pizza is on the NECC 
campus. 

Until last year, the cafeteria on campus 
was a standard college cafeteria. That all 
changed when the 2013-2014 school year 
began. The Jitters Campus Cafe opened. 
Jitters, located in the Spurk Building is 
serving up food options that just may sur- 
prise you. 

Whether it’s a fast paced morning, or 
an ‘ease your way into the day’ type of 
morning, Jitters has something for you. 
There are many lunch options, and most 
weeknights you can grab a dinner, even if 
it’s early evening. 

The cafe hours are Monday through 
Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and Mon- 
day through Thursday 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Barry Towle is the chef and manager 
at the cafe. His 39 mile daily commute 
from Arlington shows that he is passion- 
ate about having something special for the 
Haverhill campus. This is his second year 
at NECC. 

“Some students say that the prices are 
too high, but you have to take into account 
that many of the items are fresh made 
here, and there is labor involved. We try 
to give them some ethnic variety as well. 
Today, we are currently offering three hot 
meal specials. 

A chicken burrito plate, a pulled pork 
sandwich and General Gau’s chicken,” 
said Chef Towle. He would also like to in- 
corporate a Spanish dish into the hot food 
line up. 

Chef Towle says, “Pizza is the best 
seller that we have. It’s Papa Gino’s piz- 
za.z’ The cafe serves it fresh and hot by 
the slice. 

Melissa Merrill, is a six year veteran 


of NECC’s food service division. She runs 
the Jitters checkout, and does prep work 
as well. She moved over to the cafe when 
the cafeteria closed. 

Merrill says of the campus cafe, “It’s 
friendly and nice. It’s a good place to hang 
out with your friends or get some work 
done.” 

Maria Menendez is a sophomore trans- 
fer student from North Shore Community 
College. She is attending her first semester 
at NECC. 

“J like the cranberry nut muffins. 
They’re moist and decadent. Really deli- 
cious,” said Menendez. 

Other breakfast items include bagels, 
fresh fruit cups, pastries and cereal bowls. 
Warm breakfast sandwiches are also 
served daily. 

Of course, the coffee selection is vast, 
including hot and iced, as well as lattes 
and turbo shots to keep students going, 
when the night before was too long. 

As another New England winter ap- 
proaches, keep in mind that Jitters Cam- 
pus Cafe serves fresh hot soups and chili. 
Grab a sandwich with it. 

They’re ready made and available 
in the refrigerated case, along with sal- 
ads, fresh fruit and beverages, including 
chocolate or strawberry milk and energy 
drinks. 

Joel Espinal, a freshman at NECC, 
likes the convenience of the ready to go 
yogurt cups with granola. 

He sometimes grabs one before class- 
es, after his drive in from Salem, N.H. 

“It’s better for you in the morning than 
pizza,” said Espinal. 

For the those that don’t eat meat, Chef 
Towle has a veggie wrap available. At the 
recent College Life and Campus Services 
fair on the Quad, the chef offered up both 
hamburgers and veggie burgers to hungry 
students. 

It was a bit of a test and the veggie 
burgers did not sell well enough to be- 
come a fixture on the menu. 
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Dance Club perseveres 


Participants had to 
scramble to find a location 


after room filled 


By SHainA RICHARDS 
Correspondent 

Conflict arose for the dance club this 
semester when it was discovered that they 
would not be able to use the dance studio. 

The dance studio was going to be used 
for another class at the time the dance club 
had planned to meet. 

Zany Dwight, a freshmen in college who 
attends the dance club, said everyone was 
“pretty bummed.” 

Since the rooms at the college have al- 
ways been open for use, the college decided 
to put a yoga class in the dance studio be- 
cause they saw an open space in the sched- 
ule. 

The instructors found out only two 
weeks before the club was supposed to start 
meeting. Since it had already been decid- 
ed, they were forced to search for another 
room to meet in. 

Michelle Deane, the coordinator of the 
college’s dance program, said it was “Re- 
ally difficult.” 

It was a disappointment that the stu- 
dents wouldn’t have access to the mirrors 
in the dance studio to help them better see 
how they can improve, as well as the larger 
space to dance in. 

But the group has made the best of the 
situation. 

However, she also said “I was surprised 
how Tracy (the choreographer of the dance 
club) was able to make everything come 
together.” 

Tracy DiJulia is a NECC graduate who 
has been the dance instructor for the past 
four years. 

Dean described her coreography as “fun 
and flirty.” 

As someone who tended to take dance 
more seriously, Deane said Tracy brought a 
“new voice” to the program. 

Deane said they tried to find the biggest 


classroom available, and work as a team to 
make the dance club happen despite the in- 
convenience. 

She added “I am confident that next se- 
mester we will have the dance studio back.” 
As of right now they are meeting in the sci- 
ence building in a classroom. 

They push the desks in the center of 
the room over to the side to make room to 
dance. The projector in the classroom was 
used to show the video of the song that they 
were learning how to dance to. 

The dance club is open for everyone, 
and the philosophy of the club is that “Ev- 
eryone can dance.” 

Dwight described the dance club as “re- 
ally fun” and said it was “a challenge even 
though I’ve been dancing a long time,” 
which she said she liked about it. 

People with a lot of experience, or even 
little to none, are all welcome to attend the 
club. 

She said she feels like having a mixed 
group like that is actually beneficial in 
some ways, because everybody can help 
each other out. Both girls and guys par- 
ticipate. 

The two dance instructors took some 
time afterwards to help people who were 
struggling with the dance moves. 

They ran through the steps one by one 
until those who were struggling felt more 
confident, and then went through the dance 
with music. 

Some girls recorded the dance on their 
phones as a reference to use when practic- 
ing before the next meeting. 

With everyone helping to make the best 
of the situation, it looks like the dance 
club isn’t going to be phased = by the 
change of location. 

For more information about the ‘NECC 
dance club contact Michelle Deane at 
(978)- 556-3957, or visit her at her office 
located at C314J in the C building. You can 
alos reach her by email at mdeane@necc. 
mass.edu. 
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Dynamic Signage comes to NECC 


New electronic 
signage hits the 
NECC campuses 


By Cuap GorHAM 
News Editor 


A student senate idea from 
2012 comes into play at NECC 
as electronic information screens 
pop up all over the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. 

In 2012 the senate thought stu- 
dents needed 
a better way 
of getting 
information 
through tech- 
nology. They 
decided _to 
start raising 


funds for their ————_——--- SS 


annual class 
gift to the 
school. They reached $2,000 in 
2012 school year as well as an- 
other $2,000 in 2013 school year. 
The 2012 student senate gift 
was designated to help fund the 
electronic signage in Haverhill 
and the 2013 class gift was des- 
ignated for Lawrence, according 
to David Gingerella, the Chief Fi- 


nancial Officer at NECC. 

That was just the beginning 
of getting the electronic signage 
into place. According to Gin- 
gerella, “To complete the proj- 
ect correctly, the college set up a 
process management committee, 
the committee discussed how to 
best increase the communication 
college wide here at NECC, and 
a decision was made that the best 
way would be to enhance our ex- 
isting electronic communication 
system with the addition of ADA 


Soe ae 


I think it is great senate started this, it’s 
going to be very beneficial 


- Darci Isabelle 


compliant dynamic digital sig- 
nage network.” 

This backed up the student 
senate’s original idea of the elec- 
tronic signage. “The committee 
became known as the Dynamic 
Signage committee and they fo- 
cused on increasing awareness of 
events, important information for 
students and emergency informa- 


tion. They also looked into hav- 
ing images on the signage as of 
now there is a campus map and 
a weather feed,” Gingerella said. 

Helen Shiepe, a general stud- 

ies major said, “ I would like to 
see more information about bake 
sales and charity events, and 
maybe a little more eye catching 
with the colors and photos they 
use.” 
Darci Isabelle, a journalism 
major said, “I think it is great sen- 
ate started this, it is going to be 
very beneficial.” 

It’s a great way to 
get information about 
what is going on on 
campus, said 

Mark Morava, a 
general studies stu- 
dent. Morava is here 
at NECC for his first 
semester. He did not 
realize the screens were new. He 
thought they had already been 
there. Morava said he thinks it is 
a good thing. 

Students are happy with the 
new way to receive information at 
NECC. There are some students 
who think the screens are too 
high in the Spurk Building. Aly- 
son Strugnell, liberal arts major 
said she thinks it is a bit high. She 
thinks it would be a little better if 
it were a little closer to eye level. 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


Students discuss what is being displayed on the Dynamic 


Signage screens. 


Shiepe agreed with Strugnell and 
said, “Students usually walk in 
with their heads down or looking 
straight ahead they are not look- 
ing up that high much.” 

There are 11 screens on the 
Haverhill campus and five on 
the Lawrence campus. There 
is one screen in the Bentley Li- 
brary, two screens in the B and 
E buildings. The Spurk building 
has four screens, one located 
right in the center lobby, one right 


up stairs above the lobby, one at 
the entrance of Spurk near the 
B building and one on the third 
floor near the elevator. There is 
also one screen in the Sports and 
Fitness Center, two in the Beh- 
rakis One-Stop Center and one 
in the Hartleb Technology Cen- 
ter. In Lawrence they are located 
The Dimitry building, Amesbury 
Street, El-Hefni, and 420 Com- 
mon Street. 


Student Life holds open 
house to talk about services 


Student life had 
many different 
opportunities 
represented 

By FarrH GREGORY 
Editor-in-Chief 


On Wednesday, Oct. 1, the 
Student Life Department held an 


_ open-house for students to learn 


what services are 


edusbbinaataes “CG et ee 


We want to try to make sure people know 


on campus, 
“It’s an open 
house, so that 


people can find 
out what happens 
in student life. So 
we have a coun- 
seling center, we 
have athletics, student engage- 
ment center and new student ori- 
entation,” said Dina Brown, head 
of Student Engagement. 

“We’re trying to make sure 
students know what is happen- 
ing. Most of our offices are here 
in this building. We want to try 
to make sure people know what’s 
available.” 

Representatives from many 
different departments of Student 
Life were available, including 
Train Wu, an Merrimack College 
Graduate Fellow. 

“I’m part of student life. I am 
a Merrimack College Graduate 
Fellow, doing my fellowship or 


internship here. My job is to help 
connect student with community 
resources that are not academic 
related,” said Wu. 

“For example, if someone 
needs housing or emergency shel- 
ter, they might not know how to 
navigate. So they can come to me 
or give me a call, and I'll be able 
to direct them to, hopefully, the 
proper services. And I'll be here 


what’s available. 
- Dina Brown 


5 


until May of this coming year.” 

“Don’t be afraid, my office 
is in the Lawrence campus right 
now, on the second floor next to 
the writing center. My room is 
231A. Feel free to give me a call, 
or they can come here and talk to 
the counselor,” said Wu. 

Donna Passamato, newly ap- 
pointed President of Student Sen- 
ate, was also present. 

“We're trying to get all the stu- 
dents and clubs together and have 
fun and have this be a good expe- 
rience,” said Passamato. 

“We're always here to help,” 
said Jasmine Polanco, another 
Student Senator. 


“Well student life is really 
important. It’s really important 
that students get involved with 
something besides just going to 
class and doing homework,” said 
Stephanie Bryszkowski, head of 
Lawrence Student Engagement. 

“You’re supposed to have fun 
in college too ... but, the reason 
we do this is to make sure every- 
one knows that there is a student 
life here and that 
we have clubs and 
organizations, we 
have student gov- 
ernment associa- 
tion, we have var- 
sity athletics, and 
we have a gym 
that you can work 
out in for free.” 

Sue MacAvoy, 
head of Athletics at NECC, talk- 
ed to students about sports related 
activities they could get involved 
with. 

“We do have are Varsity ath- 
letics program. Student athletes 
need to be full-time students, so 
it is a time commitment, but it’s 
very rewarding,” said MacAvoy. 

“They can be a part of a team, 
make friends, travel throughout 
New England and be very suc- 
cessful. It really is almost like a 
four year college feel here in the 
amount of things that students 
can do.” 
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Students are 
deciding to attend 
community college 


before moving on 


By CurisTINA HILLNER 
Staff Writer 


Students face a lot of pres- 
sure to make decisions about 
their future after high school. 

Among those choices is 
whether to go straight to a four- 
year college or university, or 
start with a two-year communi- 


go to a four-year school, then I 
wouldn’t compare with people 
that did go to them. I figured 
if I were consistent at a school 
instead of transferring, a pos- 
sible job prospect would want 
me more, but it’s not true,” said 
NECC Student Olivia Lucey. 

Within six years, about 62 
percent of students who trans- 
ferred from a two-year school in 
2005 and 2006 graduated with a 
four-year degree. 

In addition 8 percent were 
still working toward a degree, 
according to the National Stu- 
dent Clearinghouse Research 


attending the University of New 
Hampshire. | still take a math 
course at NECC to save money. 
So I have couple extra bucks in 
my pocket,” said Lucey. 

“My loan situation in the fu- 
ture won’t be severe. That was 


my focus,” said General Studies 
major Maddi Wilson. 
“T enjoy community col- 


lege. I transferred from Stetson 
University in Deland, Fla. to 
NECC, said Communication 
major Nick Mazzone. 

Since attending NECC, Maz- 
zone has interned at the Matty 
In The Morning Show on Kiss 


ty college. Center’s annual Signature 108, and now works with 100.7 

_ Students _ be- WZLX beacuse 
lieve that attend- of the NECC 
ing community I used to think that if 1 didn’t go to a four- internship _pro- 
college is not the gram. 


same as attend- 
ing a four-year 


school. 
There is a 
significant  dif- 


ference between 
the two, but in the end students 
receive an education. 

NECC is a catalyst for fresh- 
ly graduated high schoolers, a 
step in receiving a new degree, 
and a finishing point for some. 

Some students believe that if 
they don’t go to a four-year col- 
lege or university, then they will 
not be able to get a better job in 
the future. 

“T used to think that if I didn’t 


year school, then I wouldn’t compare 
with people that did go to them. 


- Olivia Lucey 


Report. 

Students also believe that 
people frown on them for at- 
tending community college. 

Today’s economy is mak- 
ing people turn around to see 
how smart community college 
students are. They are taking 
courses, to prepare for the next 
step. 

“T started off in the fall of 
2013 at NECC, and I am now 


Photo by Christina Hillner 


Students enjoying the sun on the Quad in Haverhill. 


Photo by Christina Hillner 
Students walking toward the Spurk Building for classes. 


“T fell in love 
with radio work- 
ing at Kiss 108, 
which made me 


—n nn 8 look for a job. 


100.7 WZLX 
from CBS Radio was the first 
tocontact me, and hired me on 
the spot,” said Mazzone. 

Mazzone is the perfect ex- 
ample of a student who left a 
university, to attend a commu- 
nity college, and still be just as 
successful. 

Also, NECC offers a new- 
ly founded internship program 
for journalism, communication, 
business, and computer infor- 
mation science majors. 

“If I never left Stetson Uni- 
versity, I would have never 
attended NECC. I also would 
never had a chance to intern in 
one of the best radio markets in 
the country,” said Mazzone. 

There is a determination in 
community college students, 
that is surfacing. 

“My grades are much better 
from high school,” said Wilson. 

Students academically chal- 
lenge themselves to prepare for 
the following years when going 
to transfer. 

They want to prove, that 
even though they are in atten- 
dance at a community college, 
it does not set them apart from 
a student attending a four-year 
college or university. 

NECC offers a wide vari- 
ety of majors, 
which is a per- 
fect start for 
students who 
plan on trans- 
ferring to four- 
year schools. 

“It is good 
preparation. I 
wasn’t the best 
in high school, 
but I have a better focus now,” 
said Lucey. 

NECC also has numerous 
clubs, organizations, and events 
happening just like any other 
college. 

“The Haverhill Campus 
gives off the college vibe. 
The only thing is driving and 
dorming. It’s not a big deal,” 
said Lucey. 

There is always something 
happening on the NECC Haver- 
hill campus. 


-SCIENCE 


Photo by Christina Hillner 
NECC students playing 2-hand-touch football on the Quad. 


Photo by Christina Hillner 


Students passing the Science Building at NECC Haverhill. 


As you turn into the front 
driveway, there is a lit up sign 
advertising upcoming events. 

When walking through the 
hallways between classes, there 
are numerous displays of flyers, 
and pictures of clubs, sports, 
schedules, and events. 

In the central area of The 
Spurk Building there are usu- 
ally clubs or organizations pro- 
moting themselves, and trying 
to socialize with the student 
body to get the word out, or to 
have students join. 

“T like walking out of The 
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My loan situation in the future won’t be 
severe. That was my focus. 


- Maddi Wilson 


—_________—_95 


Spurk and seeing people study- 
ing, listening to music, chatting, 
playing catch, or just sitting cli- 
che under a tree. Even though 
it’s a community college, it 
doesn’t hold to it’s name. It’s a 
campus to me,” said Lucey. 

Attending a community col- 
lege is not a bad choice. It can 
save money, and may even be 
less stressful. 

Some students want to get 
right out there and have the 
“college experience.” It’s not it 


is all cracked up to be. 

The simple things like miss- 
ing home cooked meals, friends, 
family, their own pillow, bed, 
the couch, their own bathroom, 
driving, and not having to wear 
flip flops in the shower. 

They all add up, and some 
students may not be ready for 
that. 

Some students will commute 
to school because they prefer 
having the ammenities of living 
at home. 

Whether it is attending a 
four-year college or university, 
or attending a com- 
munity college. 

Community col- 
lege resolves that 
by being a commut- 
ing school. 

They have the 
freedom to go home 
after classes, and 
possibly work part 
time. 

Students need to prioritize 
and think about how they want 
to go about their education after 
high school. 

Community colleges such 
as NECC offer similar course, 
they host events, have clubs, 
sports teams, and organizations. 

They have most amenities 
that a four-year college has, but 
they don’t have the title of be- 
ing a four-year college. 
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Opening night i in the Bentley Art space 


Local artist talks 
to NECC students 


about his work 
By Kim Wuairtinc 


Arts and Entertainment Editor 
The work of local artist, Jeff 
Henriquez, is currently on dis- 
play at the Bentley Library Art 
Space on the Haverhill campus. 

More than 40 students and 
faculty attended an opening night 
reception on Sept. 30. Fifteen 
pieces were on display for attend- 
ees to view and discuss with the 
artist. The artist spoke to a very 
attentive crowd for 30 minutes 
about his work, his inspiration 
and his advice for aspiring artists. 

“One of the hardest things is 
finding your voice, finding that 
thing that makes you hot for cre- 
ating art,” said Henriquez. 

Henriquez currently resides 
in New York and has found his 
voice as a self proclaimed “... 
portrait artist of the mundane” by 
painting the things that he takes 
from his own environment. 

“J look at the marks, history 
and colors on a surface, and I just 
see painting after painting,” he 
said. 
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Henriquez began with por- 
traits of people, often homeless 
people, but is now inspired by 
painting portraits of the street art 
that he sees every day outside his 
door. “In Brooklyn, artists are 
fighting over wall space,” Hen- 
riquez said. 

Henriquez grew up in Lynn 
and previously studied art under 
NECC professor’ Marc Mann- 
heimer at Bradford College, 
where he graduated from in 1999 
with a bachelor’s degree of art 
and painting. 

Henriquez moved around a lot, 
including spending time in New 
York, Florida and Brazil, and he 
experienced a lot of rejection. He 
moved to Boston for a while and 
found satisfaction teaching art to 
kids in an underserved communi- 
ty. 

Tenacity eventually brought 
him back to Brooklyn where he 
found an audience moved by the 
authenticity of his work. He is 
now being represented by gal- 
leries in both Brooklyn and East 
Village, N.Y., and interest in his 
work is spreading. 

Devin DeAmelio is a nursing 
major who takes art history with 
Mannheimer. “It’s interesting 


how he can take something we 
walk by and don’t even think 
about. Through someone else’s 
eyes, that’s a story,” DeAmelio 
said. 

Waina Gonzalez is a general 
arts major. She attended the ex- 
hibit because it was assigned by 
her teacher, but she was very glad 
that she came. Gonzalez said “It 
talks about the street culture. We 
see it every day and we think it’s 
dirty. But sometimes, it can be 
beautiful.” 

Lizxiomara Colon is also a 
general arts major. This is her 
third semester at NECC and she 
plans to transfer to Lesley Uni- 
versity to study art therapy after 
graduation. “They are all so 
amazing. I don’t even know what 
to say,” said Colon. 

In addition to the talk on Tues- 
day, Henriquez lectured in some 
art classes throughout the week. 
He has returned to his studio in 
New York, but his work will re- 
main in the Bentley Library Art 
Space for viewing until Novem- 
ber 5. Viewing times are listed in 
the box to the left. 

For more information, visit the 
artist’s website at www.jeffhen- 
riquez.wix.com 


3D art on display 


around 
3D artwork can be 
seen hanging around 


Haverhill campus 
By Kim Wairtinc 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

NECC students taking 
3D foundations with adjunct art 
professor Dianne Pappas worked 
in small groups to create the 
artwork installations seen around 
the Haverhill campus. 

“This is an advanced 
concept,” said Pappas. “It’s 
about creating an experience, or 
an environment.” 

Pappas feels it’s espe- 
cially useful to the students to 
start experimenting with these 

Photos by Kim Whiting 
Top: Love; artists: Emily 
Curran, Erin Murray, Adrianne 
Ramirez, Taylor Robin 
Middle: Drag Queen; artists: 
Tatiana Scott, AnnaSophia 
Balbuena, Natasha Sorenson, 
Waina Gonzalez 
Bottom: The Battle Against Hu- 
manity, Bitch; artists: Liz Co- 
lon-Torres, Nia Araujo, Reniery 
Santiago, Taylor Treadwell, 
Josh Pichardo-Acosta 


campus 


concepts and challenges early in 
the semester. 


For more information, contact 
Dianne Pappas at dpappas.necc. 
mass.edu. 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 
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You can reach us at: 


978-556-3633 
observer@necc.mass.edu 


We Must 


Be The 
Change Ve 


Henriquez discussed his work with students : anc 


Kim Whitin 
faculty. 


Teko Koga, a general arts major, views an embellished 


Whiting 


printed titled “Skool Crossing.” 


The shoes 
have arrived 


A Flourishing Future 
Pentucket Bank 


The Sole of Education 


Seymour the Lion 
Located on Main St. 


located outside the tech center, Haverhill campus 


The Morning Slipper located at 
the Cogswell School 


Fishy Fashionistas 
located on the Riverwalk 


Footprints of Haverhill’s Future 
located at the CAI Fox center 


hoes have been installed, 
ith the exception of one 
scheduled for installation 
ater this month. For more 
nformation, visit www. 

solesofhaverhill.com 


Photos by Kim Whiting 
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Border of Li 


Border of Lights 
Vigil was held 
Friday Oct. 3 


By ReBeccA WESTERMAN 
Features Editor 

There was a calm and re- 
spectful silence around a row 
of candles resting on a ledge of 
the Robert Frost Fountain on the 
night of Oct. 3 across from Law- 
rence City Hall. Students and 
teachers involved with Bread 
Loaf Teacher Network stood to- 
gether at the Border of Lights 
candlelight vigil. All over the 
world there were people quietly 
raising awareness of the injustice 
of the events that took place on 
Oct. 3, 1937 between Haiti and 
the Dominican Republic. 

The vigil started off at the El 
Taller restaurant on Essex Street 
at 7 p.m. Students that have been 
a part of the Bread Loaf Teacher 
Company stepped forward to talk 
about their experiences visiting 
Haiti, sharing written thoughts 


Nathan Baez, a Life Science 
major, stood in front of the room 
in El Taller reciting his deepest 
thoughts he had while in Haiti. 

“We all have that idea of Hai- 
ti, you know it’s a third world 
country. Every day up until my 
departure somebody told me 
‘oh be careful you’re gonna get 
sick or watch out you might get 
robbed,’ and before my trip I was 
kinda nervous. As soon as I land- 
ed I realized how much of a lie 
everything was. None of it was 
true, it was smiles everywhere. 
For the amount of poverty that 
goes on over there all the smiles 
I saw was amazing. It makes you 
question the poverty we face here 
in America.” 

Baez shared his experience in 
prose. 

“Sold me fruits in the morn- 
ing, the’ taste of fresh pineapples 
and mangoes take my senses to 
a place only God can manifest. 
Yesterday was eye-opening. The 
linguistic workshop is proof that 
our written words and language 


Photo by Rebecca Westerman 


Candles resting on the edge of the Robert Frost Fountain 


outside Lawrence City Hall 


and emotional poetry about the 
treatment of Haitians, as well as 
hope for a more civil relationship 
between the two countries. 

On Oct. 3, 1937 a massacre 
took place in which thousands of 
Haitians were rounded up in Do- 
minican Republic territory and 
massacred. Estimates of casual- 
ties have ranged from one-thou- 
sand to twenty-thousand dead. 

The vigil has been held ev- 
ery year for the past three years 
to commemorate those who died 
and to promote peace between 
Haiti and the Dominican Repub- 
lic. Lou Bemieri is the director of 


hold power. As I led the journey 
down self expression the path 
is lit up by love, passion and 
pride of the people of Haiti. I am 
humbled by the culture that my 
grandfather was raised in and be- 
ing on this island I’ve never felt 
more connected with my roots as 
a black man. I’m curious to what 
knowledge today will bring, what 
insight I may gain now open to 
the lessons I’ve yet to learn,” said 
Baez. 

Baez’s experience in Haiti 
made a permanent positive mark 
on him as a student and person. 
“It’s an essence of remembrance, 
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s I led the journey down self expression 
the path is lit up by love, passion, and 
pride of the people of Haiti. 
- Nathan Baez 
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Bread Loaf Teacher Network, an 
organization that works with Ju- 
lia Alvarez, a Dominican-Ameri- 
can author and influential public 
figure to organize the vigil each 
year. 

“Tt raises awareness of two 
things: the massacre of the Hai- 
tians and the treatment of Hai- 
tians by government. It’s been 
hidden and buried and people 
don’t want to talk about it,” said 
Bemieri. 


an event to remember what hap- 
pened at the massacre of the Hai- 
tian people by the Dominicans. I 
mean, I’m part Haitian, actually 
being there changed my perspec- 
tive on my culture, my skin,” said 
Baez. 

Baez illustrated how profound 
of an effect being immersed in 
Haitian culture had on him in a 
poem titled “Who Am I.” 

“TJ am the one who brings light 
from my dark vessel. I am the 


palm trees dancing in the wind, 
in the homeland of my ancestors. 
I am peace, personified in my 
daily actions. I am water, flow- 
ing through the rivers of change, 
nourishing the land and people 
who tend to it. Human like you, 
but unique like the codes of my 
DNA,” said Baez. 

The way Baez expressed him- 
self and his thoughts while in 
Haiti was reflective in his writ- 
ing. 

“JT wouldn’t say improve, it 
just inspired new ways of think- 
ing, new concepts to work into 
some of my writing, new perspec- 
tive on my history. Before going 
to Haiti, I didn’t think it was pos- 
sible that my family had ties to 
slavery. It [hit] home knowing 
that my grandfather’s great-great 
grandfather was a slave. At the 
same time, the slaves of Haiti 
liberated themselves. They took 
their freedom back. That’s the 
most inspiring thing about it.” 

Another student who spoke 
was Marquis Victor, who shared 
a room with Baez in Haiti. His 
deep poetic thoughts earned 
snaps and a hushed silence as he 
spun his poetry into vivid stories 
of his experiences while in Haiti. 

“Paradox. Internally combats 
switching sides, to use privilege, 
oblige use acceptance, oblige 
as gunpowder two punks sawed 
off and blast back like when the 
oppressor lined up dark skinned 
rebels with my bloodline. Sun- 
shine shines on dry patches of 
red. In my head, I could be ma- 
hogany, ebony, a touch of bur- 
gundy.” 

“In my head, I could be a po- 
tato farmer yawning in the morn- 
ing on the Irish countryside, pale 
skin spotted porcelain sent to the 
ghetto of New York, drinking 
ocean. Deep, ‘thralling poverty 
like bad medicine inundated, se- 
dated by the Anglican. Who am I 
but this ravenous history stirred 
in a pot. Who am I but the dark 
and the light reflected through a 
prison?” said Victor 

Other students such as Mary 
Lozardo, who identified herself 
as a Dominican from Lawrence, 
shared her thoughts with the 
room from her experiences in 
Haiti. 

“TJ will say, that I am shocked 
at how little we, and I do include 
myself in this because I still 
have so much to learn, my place, 
culture and people who are so 
close,” said Lozardo. 

“J am nowhere near ready to 
say goodbye, so see you soon (in 
regards to Haiti) Last night I had 
to say goodbye to Christina and 
of course, I started to cry. I know 
this wouldn’t be our last time 
plus I keep it with me wherev- 
er I go but it’s still a bittersweet 
moment. She’s left in my heart. I 
still have so much to learn, I can’t 
even begin to describe how proud 
I am, all the education I’ve taken 
with me.” 

Such opportunities for stu- 
dents to visit Haiti and experi- 
ence such an empowering and 
educational experience is made 
possible through the Bread Loaf 
Teacher Network. The organiza- 


ghts Candlelight Vigil 


Photo by Rebecca Westerman 


Nathan Baez speaking to the room at El taller about his experience in 


Haiti 


Photo by Rebecca Westerman 


Marquis Victor speaking to the room at El Taller. 


Photo by Carmen Munoz Fernandez 


Attendees share a moment of silence at the candlelight 
vigil outside Lawrence City Hall at Robert Frost Fountain 


tion is based at Middlebury Col- 
lege in Vermont. 

“Tts primary goal is to encour- 
age year-round collaboration 
among Bread Loaf teachers, fac- 
ulty, and their students on inno- 
vative online projects designed to 
promote culturally sensitive and 
transformative literacy,”accord- 
ing to its website. 

“We’re an educational net- 
work but we are really driven by 
social justice,” said Bemieri. 

This particular vigil was held 
in Lawrence through both Be- 
mieri and Richard Gorham, as- 
sociate director of Bread Loaf 
Teacher Network and English 


Chair of Lawrence High School. 
Although the organization does 
not get a ton of funding, it still 
makes trips like this and educa- 
tional experiences possible for 
students. 

After both students and teach- 
ers spoke to the small crowd sit- 
ting in El Taller, they made their 
way with candles down Essex , 
street to City Hall to hold the 
candlelight vigil in front of the 
Robert Frost Fountain. They took 
pictures and shared memories of 
Haiti while remembering those 
who lost their lives in the mas- 
sacre. 
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Veterans and Service Persons’ Organization discusses goals 


By RespeccA WESTERMAN 
Features Editor 


The organization 
strives to increase 


awareness 

The NECC Veterans and Ser- 
vice Person’s Organization held 
its first meeting on Friday, Oct. 3 
at noon. The organization plans to 
meet bi-weekly in SC213 of the 
Behrakis One-Stop Center. Any- 
one is welcome to join the club. 

There are a lot of veterans and 
service persons attending, work- 
ing or teaching at NECC that are 
silent about their time in the ser- 
vice or their involvement in it. 

A goal of this organization is 
to bring awareness of veterans’ 
presence on campus and provide 
a safe haven for them to talk 
about their experiences, both in 
the service and out of it, as well 
as their own personal college ex- 
periences at NECC. 

The meeting started off by 


going over what the purpose of 


the organization is, which is to 
be a beneficial organization to 
all veterans, service persons and 
relatives, to provide information 
on benefits mandated by federal, 
state and private agencies, and to 
have group support, fellowship 
and comraderie. 

The constitution of the orga- 


nization was reviewed during the 
meeting. It states that the club is 
open to everyone, and that the 
goal is to make people aware that 
there are veterans on campus. 
During the meeting, attend- 
ees went around and introduced 
themselves as either a student or 
staff member, and their military 
experience. Once the formalities 
were finished, the veterans shared 
their experiences at NECC as 
well as some experiences in the 


had been in student senate, and 
the student leadership developer 
program, but he didn’t see much 
available for veterans. 

“T thought to myself, 
nothing for veterans here,” 
Merced. 

“I see vets walking around, 
and they’re silent just walking 
down the hallways going about 
their business, and I thought why 
not have a community where we 
can be ourselves, not just show 


there’s 
said 
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My main goal for the club is to create a safe space for 


veterans and service members to come and ultimately have a 
space where they can be themselves, where they can talk 
about their own issues 


- Justin Merced 


military. A sense of comraderie 
could be felt among those in the 
room. 

The club is run by Jeff Wil- 
liams, an Army veteran who is 
the Veterans Service Coordinator 
on campus, and Justin Merced, 
an English and Biology ma- 


jor at NECC. Merced is also an 


Army veteran of six years, and he 
served in Iraq for 15 months and 
the infantry for three years. He 
finished his military career in the 
Army Reserves for 2 years. 
Merced decided to get in- 
volved with the club because he 


up and leave.” 

“My main goal for the club is 
to create a safe space for veterans 
and service members to come and 
ultimately have a space where 
they can be themselves, where 
they can talk about their own is- 
sues.” said Merced. 

One of the main points dis- 
cussed in the meeting was the 
lack of awareness about veterans 
on campus. This poses a problem 
for the club in particular. It can- 
not become a registered club at 
NECC unless there are at least 10 
signatures on the sign up sheet. 


SNHU has partnered with Northern Essex. 
Community College to offer the folonine 


articulation agreement pathways: 


Accounting 
Communications 

Graphic Design 

PLUS 14 Majors within the 
School of Business 


Students transferring from NECC will be considered for an additional $3,000 Regional 
Community College Scholarship, merit scholarships up to $12,000 and can feel confident 
about making every credit of their associate degree count towards a bachelor degree - ao 


program at SNHU. 


For additional information, please contact the Office of Transfer Admission at 
603.645.9687 or transfer@snhu.edu. 


rm New Hampshire University 


2500 North “ Road | Manchester, NH 03106-1045 | 603.645.9611 
Facebook: /SNHUOnCampus | 


Twitter: @SNHUOnCampus | 


www.snhu.edu/transfer 
Instagram: @SNHUOnCampus 


Not only does this jeapordize 
the success of the club, but it con- 


tributes to the ongoing silence of 


veterans on campus. 

If students and staff were more 
aware of the presence of veterans 
on campus, it may make for a bet- 
ter overall college experience for 
those veterans. 

“Increasing visibility of veter- 


ans on campus is also a goal of 


mine, so people know we’re here, 
and so people ultimately respect 
the veteran community because 
we are here. Like I said before, 
it’s an invisible population,” said 
Merced. 

“Honestly, it’s been pretty 
shoddy. I’ve had instances where 
I was pretty open about being a 
veteran. After just a matter of a 
few weeks I really stopped shar- 
ing it because people looked 
down on the military, and it’s a 
huge issue that I’ve run into with 
students and staff.” 

Ideas were thrown around to 
help the club gain more popular- 
ity, such as introducing merchan- 
dise, like challenge coins, to es- 
tablish identity. 

They have a Veteran’s Appre- 
ciation Day with guest speakers. 
The challenge coins would be 
presented for academic achieve- 
ment. 

The club is limited by its lack 
of resources. The club hopes 
more involvement could help 


them gain available resources 
both human and capital. This 
could provide more opportunities 
for veterans and service people 
involved. 

More funding could help pro- 
vide future work study programs 
for veterans with the GI bill and 
other potential fun gatherings for 
veterans and their families who 
are a part of the club. 

Another point mentioned in 
the meeting is that there are vet- 
erans that work full time during 
the day and take classes at night, 
so it is more difficult for them to 
get involved with the club if they 
desired to. 

Jeff Williams who is the ad- 
viser of the club, stressed that a 
goal of the club is make the Vet- 
eran Center, located in the Beh- 
rakis One-Stop Center SC216, a 
comfortable space for veterans 
to hang out and do homework or 
just unwind. 

“Don’t feel like you can’t 
come in there and hang out just 
because I’m working. The space 
is for the veterans on campus, and 
I just happen to work in there. 
That’s the message that we want 
to send. The more traffic that we 
get, the more it reinforces that 
message so that people will take 
advantage of the space,” said 
Williams. 


southern 
New Hampshire 


University 


0 
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Athletic Grandeur Ghost hunting at NECC 


By Matt GIncras 


Foreign Correspondent 

I worked in NECC athletics 
for almost two years. Mostly, I 
did statistics for our teams. I trav- 
eled with the men’s basketball 
team, went to Texas in 2013 with 
the baseball team, traveled with 
softball during the program’s re- 
vival and recorded statistics for 
everyone else. 

It’s a small program, and | 
loved being a part of it. I felt like 
I was doing a lot -- my time spent 


||” in the office was often spent mak- 


ing sure our student athletes all 
had up to date and correct paper- 
work so that they would be aca- 
demically eligible. 

When I saw that a spot in 
athletics was open at UMass, I 
applied right away. After a fol- 
low-up phone call and a brief 
interview, I was hired by media 
relations. 

From my first time working 


' on campus, I knew it would be 
' different than at NECC. That’s 


to be expected -- UMass is an 
NCAA Division I school with 


- a multi-million dollar budget 
‘ across 21 


varsity programs. 
NECC is an NJCAA Division III 
school, meaning it cannot offer 
athletic scholarships, and we had 
just seven varsity programs. 
UMass has departments in ath- 
letics for seemingly everything. 


There’s athletic marketing, me- 
dia relations, student-athlete ser- 
vices, athletic training, etc. 

Everything that UMass has 
a department for is what NECC 
Athletics Director Sue MacAvoy 
and Assistant Athletics Director 
Maureen Saliba do on a daily ba- 
sis. The two of them, not includ- 
ing coaches, make up the entirety 
of the NECC athletic staff. 

It’s amazing to know how 
much they have to do day in and 
day out. The region that NECC 
plays in, Region XXI, comes out 
with schedules for every team, 
but often times it’s not a perfect 
formula. I know MacAvoy needs 
to communicate with other teams 
both in and out of our region to 
make sure games and events are 
actually able to go on. 

Working at UMass has given 
me a deeper understanding and 
respect for how much MacAvoy 
and Saliba do day in and day out. 
Just making sure paperwork is 
up-to-date is a department with 
three people at UMass. At North- 
ern Essex, that’s just something 
MacAvoy has to squeeze into her 
day. 

You can say “NECC is just a 
community college.” It is. But the 
people that work there truly love 
the work they do. They do more 
than I think some people realize, 
and that’s a big deal. 


New students 


New students discuss 
adjusting to 


community college 
By Jay LANCASTER 
Correspondent 

Many first year students are 
still finding their way around 
NECC, literally and figuratively. 

One of these students is Casey 
O’Connor, an 18 year old fresh- 
man who, even after four weeks 
of attending classes at NECC is 


nor and Imperioso seem to take 
issue with certain NECC policies 
such as the strict ban on smoking, 
they seem to agree that the school 
is a positive, welcoming environ- 
ment for new students who aren’t 
sure what to expect from college. 

Eighteen year-old prospective 
student Ryan Walsh is still decid- 
ing whether or not he wants to go 
to college or join the military, but 
states that his experiences so far 
on campus have been “pretty ex- 
citing.” 


aR Ske eae) pe 
[NECC is] relaxed and just a fun place to 
walk around. 
- Ryan Walsh 


— 


“still getting lost a lot.” 

She points out that the Black- 
board makes the transition to 
college easier and described the 
school’s online service as being 
“cool and really helpful.” 

O’Connor takes issues with 
the school’s non-smoking policy. 

This sentiment was echoed by 
Tyler Imperioso, who said that 
school’s non-smoking policy was 
“a stupid way to try and get [him] 
to try and quit smoking.” 

Other than that, he described 
the school as being “pretty wel- 
coming to incoming students” 
and said his first semester here 
was “way less stressful than [he] 
thought it would be.” 

While students such as O’Con- 


While on campus gathering 
information in the One-Stop Cen- 
ter, he said that “the academic 
advisor I talked to about going to 
NECC a few weeks ago was real- 
ly chill and didn’t try and make 
me sign up for college that day.” 

NECC’s low-pressure atmo- 
sphere seemed to be a big posi- 
tive to Walsh. He described the 
campus as being “relaxed and just 
a fun place to walk around. The 
people here seem like pretty laid 
back compared to high school.” 

School is back in session at 
NECC, and new students seem to 
be enjoying what the school has 
to offer so far through the fall se- 
mester. 


By Jessica FREEMAN 
Correspondent 

On Thursday, Sept. 25, U.K. 
based ghost hunter and host of 
the radio show Ghost Hunters In- 
ternational, Steve Parsons, spoke 
at NECC. 

Parsons dismissed what- he 
deemed “hokey” and unrealistic 
TV ghost hunters and mediums 
and instead gave a history based 
lecture on what has been dubbed, 


famously, seeing the apparitions 
of a nun and a horse drawn car- 
riage. 

In 1937, Harry Price, an early 
ghost phenomena researcher and 
a team of 40 people would set out 
on a yearlong investigation of the 
residency. 

Over the course of this year, 
hundreds of incidents of ghostly 
phenomena occurred including 
researchers seeing the apparitions 
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Borley Rectory has been deemed ‘the 
most haunted house England.’ 
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“The Most Haunted House in En- 
gland.” 

Borley Rectory, “the most 
haunted house in England,” was 
an estate built in 1862 for the 
Reverend Henry Bull. It is locat- 
ed in Essex, and it has a long his- 
tory of haunted happenings. 

Over the course of nearly 
eight decades, until Borley Rec- 
tory’s fire in 1939, four different 
families all inhabited the residen- 
cy, and they all made claims of 
ghostly phenomena. These claims 
included hearing footsteps, see- 
ing writing on the wall, and most 
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of the nun and the horse drawn 
carriage. 

Because of this research, Price 
would cement his title as the “Fa- 
ther of Modern Ghost Hunting.” 

Parsons spoke highly of the 
original ghost hunter, Price, and 
even said that he looked up to 
him as a sort of hero. 

Parsons spoke about Price’s 
contributions to the world of 
ghost hunting including his book, 
“The Alleged Haunting at Borley 
Rectory,” and talked about Price’s 
use of the first ghost hunting kit. 
Parsons said the ghost hunting 
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To Boston’s Public Research University 


TRANSFER OPEN HOUSE 
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kit was impressive for the time 
because Price tried to bring some 
science to ghost hunting by actu- 
ally measuring the temperature in 
the room and actually recording 
the phenomena. 

Parson owns two pieces of 
Price’s ghost hunting memora- 
bilia. These objects are the ghost 
hunting glasses he used to al- 
legedly see spirits and a copy of 
Price’s book with notes in it by 
Price himself. 

Parsons said that the objects 
are not particularly important, but 
joked that he likes “the bragging 
rights” of owning a piece of ghost 
hunting-history. 

After the talk. Parsons opened 
up the lecture to questions, and 
some more enthusiastic audience 
member shared their own experi- 
ences with the ghostly world. 

NECC Sean Montibello said 
that he thought the presentation 
was “eye opening” and that he 
enjoyed seeing Parson’s artifacts 
from Borley Rectory and Par- 
sons’ sense of humor. 

NECC student Crystal Pring- 
le said she thought the audience 
could have been more involved 
and wondered if the audience was 
uninterested or simply scared by 
the spooky, supernatural topic. 
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By Mike ALonci 
Sports Editor 


Women’ basketball 
begins their practice 


this week 


The Knights begin practice 
on Monday, Oct. 6 at 3 p.m. 
in the Sport and Fitnes Center 
on the Haverhill campus. All 
players who are interested in 
playing this year are encour- 
aged to attend. Coach Bass is 
looking for plenty of players 
to add to his team this sea- 
son. All full-time students are 
eligible to participate. 


Knights baseball 
has one more fall 


scrimmage before 


the spring season 


The Knights will play a 
doubleheader against Lesley 
University on Saturday, Oct. 
11 at 11 am. The games will 
be at home on the field behind 
the Sport and Fitness Center 
on the Haverhill campus. The 
games are free and open to the 
public. 


Track and field will 
be holding an 
informational 


meeting today 

There will be a meeting for 
all current and prospective 
track and field athletes today 
at 5 p.m. in the lobby of the 
Sport and Fitness Center. All 
students interested in playing 
must have a current physi- 
cal on file with the Athletic 
Department. This meeting is 
for both men’s and women’s 
track and field in the spring. 


Intramurals for this 
week: Wiffle ball 
and Ultimate 


Frisbee 


Wiffle ball will be played 
on Wednesday, Oct. 8 from 
noon to 1 p.m. on the field 
right in front of the Sport 
and Fitness Center on the 
Haverhill campus. Ultimate 
Frisbee will be played on 
Friday, Oct. 10 from noon 
to 1 p.m. on the same field. 
Intramurals are run all 
semester long and are open to 
all students. 


The NECC Knights’ 
new website has all 
the information for 


every sport 


Athletics.necc.mass.edu 
has all the information on the 
six varsity sports that NECC 
offers. Information such as 
schedules, rosters, awards, 
and contact information for 
each team are listed on the 
site. There is also informa- 
tion on the Sport and Fitness 
Center and intramural activity. 


Good recruiting, 
solid fundamentals 
are the keys to 
success, coach says 


By Mike ALONGI 
Sports Editor 


NECC women’s basketball 
coach Brent Bass has been 
working since last winter to 
bring a competitive women’s 
basketball team to the floor for 
the 2014-2015 season. Coach 
Bass, in his first year as the 
head coach, has been recruit- 
ing at high schools all over 
the area over the past’ year 
in hopes of bringing in new 
talent. 

Bass spent a lot of time 
speaking with local high 
school coaches and _ask- 
ing about players they have 
who are interested in attend- 
ing NECC. High schools in 
Lawrence, Lowell, Methuen, 
Haverhill and southern New 
Hampshire were all contact- 
ed. Bass also attended various 
summer leagues and camps for 
high school players, hoping 
to scout recruits for this year 
and possibly the 2015-2016 
season. Over this past sum- 
mer, Bass has spent time 
following up with many of 
these recruits and gauging 


their interest in the program. 
In addition, Bass has taken 
advantage of the many open 
houses that NECC offers, 
and he has gotten plenty of 
exposure for the program, 
which has been an issue in 
the past. Coach Bass’s goal 
is to make the program more 
visible not only around 
campus but also in the com- 
munity. He understands that 
there are other programs 
for these players to choose. 
Bass even admits that he has 
lost a few recruits to nearby 
Middlesex Community Col- 


There’s a lot of options out there, so you 
really have to sell the NECC product to 
these girls. 

- Brent Bass, Head Coach 
Womens Basketball 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
Players interested in playing basketball this year are encouraged 
to contact coach Stratton or coach Bass as soon as possible. 


Photo courtesy of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
The Knights will begin meeting on Monday, Oct. 6th; All prospective players are welcome. 


lege and other Division III 
basketball programs, which 
he says is “just a part of the 
game.” 

“There’s a lot of options out 
there, so you really have to 
sell the NECC product to these 
girls. That means education 
and basketball,” said Bass. 

Coach Bass has plenty of 
work still to-do with his team. 
Once he has a satisfactory 
amount of players to commit, 
which he hopes will be 10-12, 
he has to make sure that those 
commitments are kept. Bass 
knows that, as community 
college students, there are 
many other commitments, 
such as a job or a family, that 
can take priority over basket- 
ball. 

In response to this, Bass 
is making an effort to make 
the team much more accessi- 
ble for the players. One way 
he is doing this is with the 
flexibility of practice times. 
On Mondays and Wednes- 


days, which are known to be 
heavier schoolwork days, Bass 
runs practice later in the day 
at 7 p.m. On Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, the lighter work- 
load days, practice begins at 3 
p.m. In addition, there will be 
practice on Saturday morn- 
ings. 

Bass hopes _ that __ this 
staggered practice schedule 
will help those players who 
may have work after class 
some days during the week, or 
have one day where classes run 
until the evening. This way, all 
of the players will be able to 
make it to some practice over 
the course of the week, even 
if they can’t make it to every 
single one. 

As far as the way practic- 
es are run, coach Bass has a 
system that he’s been using 
in his years as an AAU coach 
in the area. He has a simple 
playing philosophy that he is 

Continued on page 11 


Tryouts for the 
basketball teams 


By Frep RILEy 
Correspondent 

Tryouts for the men’s bas- 
ketball team will be held on 
Thursday, Oct. 2 at 5:30 p.m.. 
The tryouts for the woman’s 
basketball team will be held 
on Friday, Oct. 3 at 3 p.m.. 
The tryouts will be held on the 
basketball court in the Sport 
and Fitness Center on the 
Haverhill campus. 

Students who want to try 
out for the team have to be 
enrolled full time with 12 or 
more credits. Student must 
also have and maintain a 2.0 
GPA to remain on the team. 

The season runs from Oc- 
tober through the end of Feb- 
ruary, with 20 to 30 games on 
the schedule. 

The games. will be 
played against other com- 
munity colleges in Mas- 


sachusetts and New 
England. 

NECC is a Division III 
school, and does not of- 
fer scholarships for  stu- 
dent-athletes. Some NECC 
student-athletes have 
received scholarships to other 
colleges and universities. 

Each team will be looking 
for up to 16 players. Try- 
outs are open to all full-time 
students. 


_ If you are interested in 
joining the men’s _basket- 
ball team, contact head 


coach Darren Stratton at 
dstratton@necc.mass.edu for 
more information. 

If you are interested in 


joining the woman’s bas- 
ketball team, contact 
head coach Brent Bass at 


bbass@necc.mass.edu. 


‘Coach Bass uses 
AAU experience 
help coach Knights 


Continued from page 10 
always repeating: “defense, 
rebound, and run.” In order 
to play this style well, Bass 
focuses on many different 
skill work drills, such as drib- 
| bling and passing, in order to 
help ensure ball control. Ball 
control is a large part of Bass’s 
|| game plan, as well as a tight, 
clamp-down defense. : 
| Bass is a big proponent of 
playing smart basketball. His 
practices are very regimented, 
focused on building up play- 
ers’ fundamentals and learning 
to execute plays. 

He also knows that basket- 
ball is a game of running and 
jumping, so conditioning is a 
big part of his preparation. 

“T think it’s one of the more 
physically taxing sports out 
there, and you need to be able 
to run,” said Bass. 
| Practices are fast-paced, 
| changing between drills with 
| little rest, and consist of vari- 

ous cardio-workouts and team 
drills. 


Date 
Nov. 8 


at Lincoln College of New 


for the Kni 


Coach Bass will be focusing 


Northern Essex Community College 
2014-2015 Women’s Basketball Schedule 


Opponent Time 


3pm 


Nov. 11 


Nov. 13 


England 
Gateway Community College 


Holyoke Community College 


lpm 


Spm 


Photo courtesy | of the NECC Athletic Dept. 
on players’ fundamentals an 


skill work when he begins practice in early October. 
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Practice begins on Monday, 
Oct. 6 in the Sport and Fitness 
Center. This gives the Knights 
just over a month to prepare 
for their first game against 
Lincoln Technical Institute 
on November 8. This season, 
the schedule is heaviest in 
the months of November and 
January. 

The Knights kick off 
the season with six games 


New talent, new system in place 
ghts in 2014-2015 


has been a coach for the Bay 
State Blizzards programs and 
has also coached various ages 
from both genders. 

Bass came to NECC in 
2012 as an assistant coach, 
and took over the head 
coaching position in the 
summer of 2013. He knows 
that the key to getting good 
players is selling the school as 
well as the program, and he’s 
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I would love to build a program here. 
- Brent Bass, Head Coach 
Women’s Basketball 


9 


before Thanksgiving break, 
and there are 10 games in 
January once winter break is 
over. 

Coach Bass uses his past 
experiences as a coach and 
instructor to help him lead the 
Knights this year. Bass has 
been an AAU instructor and 
coach since 1999. In those 
15 years of experience, he 


already been doing so. 

“I would love to build a 
program here. It’s going to 
be a quality program that will 
represent the school well,” 
Bass said. 

The test begins on Octo- 
ber 6, when Bass and his new 
recruits begin their 
preparations for a great 2014- 
2015 season. 


WHY TRANSFER TO 
QUINNIPIAC UNIVERSITY? 


Nov. 18 
Nov. 20 
Nov. 22 
Dec. 2 
Dec. 4 
Dec. 6 


Dec. 13 


at Massasoit Community 
College 


Bristol Community College 


at University of Connecticut 
at Avery Point 


Spm 


5pm 


lpm 


at Roxbury Community 
College 


at Bunker Hill Community 
College 


at Springfield Technical 


Community College 


Quinsigamond Community 
College 


at Southern Maine 
Community College 
Lincoln College of New 
England 

at Bristol Community 
College 

Roxbury Community 
College 

University of Connecticut at 
Avery Point 

at Gateway Community 
College 

at Quinsigamond 
Community College 


See the full schedule at 
athletics.necc.mass.edu 


Just 2% hours from Northern 
Essex Community College is 

a student-oriented university 
devoted to academic excellence 
and a strong sense of community. 
Our majors include nationally 
ranked programs in arts and 
sciences, business, engineering, 
health sciences, nursing and 
communications. And we’re 
committed to using the credits 
you've already earned. Visit 
www.quinnipiac.edu to see 
why Quinnipiac is your next step 
toward a bachelor’s degree and 


the career you want. 


Pyro 
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- QuiNntPiae UNIVERSITY ~ 
, 275 Mount Carmel Avenue Ona aE 
"Hamden, CT 06518-1908 


September 20, 2014 
October 18, 2014 
November t5, 2014 


: pete : Toll Free: 1-800-462-1944 
Transfer information: www.quinnipiac, edu/transfer 
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: Fall has arrived at Northern Essex 
ass 


astee. Learn more in one click at TIAA.org 
: Pee or call 855 200-7244. 


Must be enrolled in a TIAA-CREF retirement plan to be eligible. ‘The Lipper Award is given to the group 

ig¢ cile ranking of three years’ Consist n for eligible S over the three-year period ended 
1/30/13, respectively. TIAA-CREF was ranked against und compames in 2012 and 48 fund companies in 
five bond, or three mixed-asset portfol REF Individuat & Institutional Services, LLC, 

al Investors Services Inc. C17743B ©2014 Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of 
tirement Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF), 730 Third Avenue, New York, NY, 10017. 


Consider investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing. 

‘ Go to tiaa-cref.org for product and fund prospectuses that contain this and other 
information. Read carefully before investing. TIAA-CREF funds are subject to market 
and other risk factors. Past performance does not guarantee future results. 


